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Annex F (Danby) 
 
Introduction and Purpose 
 
Introduction  
 
This appendix, when used with the appropriate sections of the basic plan, is an All-Hazard 
Mitigation Plan for the Town of Danby. 
 
The impact of expected, but unpredictable natural and human-caused events can be reduced 
through community planning. The goal of this plan is to provide all-hazards local mitigation 
strategy that makes the communities of the Rutland Region more disaster resistant.  
 
Hazard Mitigation is any sustained action that reduces or eliminates long-term risk to people and 
property from natural and human-caused hazards and their effects. Based on the results of 
previous Project Impact efforts, FEMA and state agencies have come to recognize that it is less 
expensive to prevent disasters than to repeatedly repair damage after a disaster has struck. This 
plan recognizes that communities have opportunities to identify mitigation strategies and 
measures during all of the other phases of Emergency Management – Preparedness, Response 
and Recovery. Hazards cannot be eliminated, but it is possible to determine what the hazards are, 
where the hazards are most severe and identify local actions that can be taken to reduce the 
severity of the hazard.  
 
Hazard Mitigation Strategies and Measures alter the hazard by eliminating or reducing the 
frequency of occurrence, avert the hazard by redirecting the impact by means of a structure or 
land treatment, adapt to the hazard by modifying structures or standards or avoid the hazard by 
stopping or limiting development and could include projects such as: 
 
• Flood-proofing structures 
• Tying down propane/fuel tanks in flood-prone areas 
• Elevating furnaces and water heaters  
• Identifying and modifying high traffic incident locations and routes 
• Ensuring adequate water supply 
• Elevating structures or utilities above flood levels 
• Identifying and upgrading undersized culverts 
• Proactive land use planning for floodplains and other flood-prone areas 
• Proper road maintenance and construction 
• Ensuring critical facilities are safely located 
• Buyout and relocation of structures in harms way 
• Establish and enforce appropriate building codes 
• Public information 
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Purpose  
The purpose of this Hazard Mitigation Plan is to assist local governments identify all hazards 
facing the region and their community and identify strategies to begin reducing risks from 
identified hazards.  
 
Community Background 
 
Land Use and Development Patterns 
The town of Danby is predominantly rural with several concentrated pockets of development. 
Danby Borough, the largest population and commercial center in the community, borders Mt. 
Tabor just west of US Route 7. Danby Four Corners, the second largest center and original 
settlement site, is in the approximate center of the township. Other concentrations of people are 
in Scottsville, the West Side, and Quarry Hill. 
 
Mineral extraction is a significant source of employment in Danby. The Danby Quarry in 
Dorset Mountain, south of the Borough, has been in operation since 1906. Several small 
gravel pits are also in operation. Vermont Store Fixtures is a large employer in Danby.  
Agricultural activities, though in decline, remain important elements of the Town’s 
landscape, as are silvicultural activities.  
 
The Smokey House Center, an outdoor class classroom for at-risk teenagers and other 
Vermont youth, owns 1,000 acres of farmland and nearly 4,000 acres of forestland on 
Dorset and Woodlawn Mountains. Permanent conservation easements have been placed on 
the highest elevation areas.  
 

Please refer to the Town Map to see the development patterns and further information. 

Demographics and Growth Potential 

Current census data (2000) shows residential land use is predominantly single-family (73% 
of all units) and mobile homes (20% of all units); the median cost of homes is listed at 
$93,200. In terms of population, Danby has seen moderate growth since 1970 with an 
overall 42% increase in population.  In the past decade (1990 to 2000) the population grew 
from 1,193 to 1,292, an overall 8.3% increase.  While this is an upward trend that differs 
from other towns that have a population loss, the type of growth that would impact the pre-
disaster mitigation program is not projected for Danby in the foreseeable future. 
 
Land Features 
Danby is a mountainous town, located primarily within the Taconic Mountain range, but 
stretching down to the Vermont Valley. Elevation ranges from 650 feet on the banks of the 
Otter Creek in the Vermont Valley to 3,750 feet at the peak of Dorset Mountain on the 
Dorset town line. The majority of the community – especially in the valleys – contains 
soils in the Paxton-Georgia-Amenia association common in the Taconic Mountains. These 
soils are generally very deep and moderately well drained. Where slopes exceed 15% or 
above 2,000 feet in elevation, however – including much of the southern and western parts 
of the town, the land is not able to support intensive development.  In addition, all of the 
Town’s woodlands are an important resource for aquifer recharge, plant and wildlife 
habitat, and recreation, as well as timber production.   
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Precipitation and Water Features 
Precipitation in Danby is typical of the rest of the region with average winter precipitation 
in Danby recorded at 4-12 inches. The mountains feed a number of rivers and springs in the 
valley areas.  Of these, Mill Brook, Flower Brook, and the Otter Creek have been 
designated floodplains by FEMA.  In addition, Class II wetlands are found in the center of 
the town in the area surrounding Danby Pond. These play an important function in water 
absorption and holding capacity that thereby reduces the hazards of flooding and 
replenishes the groundwater supplies. 
 
Water Supply 
The majority of homes in Danby draw their water from springs and drilled wells. The 
exception to this is the Borough, which is served by the Danby-Mt Tabor Fire District 1 
town spring. This system includes a source water protection area south of the Borough. 
 
Sewer Services 
All sewer services in Danby are via individual on-site septic systems. 
 
Transportation 
US Route 7 provides the primary north-south access to Danby, with Danby-Pawlet Road 
serving as the main east-west route. The present network of 57 miles of roads in Danby 
serves the needs of current residents.  The local road network is maintained by the Town 
Highway Maintenance crew whose garage is located on Brook Road. Danby has a total of 
37 bridges.  Eight of those are state-owned and all eight are more than 20 feet in length.  
Under new Federal regulations, any bridge 20 feet or over is eligible for Federal funding 
assistance.  All 29 of the town-owned bridges (includes culverts over 6 feet in length) are 
less than 20 feet long. 
 
Please refer to the Town Map for greater information on the transportation network. 
 
Emergency Response Resources 
The Danby-Mt Tabor Volunteer Fire Company operates a primary fire station in the 
Borough and a sub-station in Danby Four Corners. The Fire Company provides primary 
fire protection to both communities and has mutual aid agreements with towns in Rutland 
and Bennington Counties. 
 
Law Enforcement in Danby is provided by a First and Second Town Constable, supplemented by 
a contract with the Rutland County Sheriff’s Department and by Vermont State Police as needed.   
 
The nearest hospital is the Rutland Regional Medical Center.  Ambulance service is provided by 
Manchester Rescue as needed. 
 
Please refer to the Hazards Analysis map for the locations of town emergency operations centers 
and emergency shelters. 
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Emergency Management Planning 
Danby has a Rapid Response Plan which outlines the key local personnel to contact in the event 
of an emergency and lists emergency operations centers and town shelter sites. 
 
Community Disaster History 
 
Winter Weather 
Local Conditions—Danby 
• Recorded precipitation related to winter weather events in Danby is between 4-12 inches.   
 
Floods 
Local Conditions—Danby 
• January, 1996—Countywide flooding, FEMA declared disaster, Cost to Danby—$62,429. 
• December 2000—Countywide flooding, FEMA declared disaster, Cost to Danby—$116,235. 
 
Community Hazard Inventory and Risk Assessment 
 
Hazards Analysis 
What follows is an analysis of local hazards based upon review of the Hazards Analysis Map 
produced for the town (see attached), review of existing data, and information provided by local 
officials.  Whenever possible, the issues identified below are represented on the Areas of Local 
Concern map (see attached).   
 
Floods 
This is the greatest hazard in Danby.  Actual floodplain areas in town are limited, but due 
to the overall mountainous terrain and the general west to east flow of the land, runoff can 
cause flooding problems washing out culverts and roads.   
 
In Danby, road damage due to flooding usually occurs on narrow and steep roadways, low-lying 
roadways that follow a frequently flooded waterbody, or roads segments near curves in the river.  
Specific problem areas are listed below: 

• Brook Rd— runs in a tight valley along the Mill Brook, crossing at several points and 
making several sharp turns 

• Easy Street 
• Danby-Mountain Road 

• Little Village Road 
• Green Hill Road 

• Brown Hill Road 
• Kelly Hill Road 

• Lilly Hill Road 
Please refer to the Areas of Local Concern Map for frequently flooded locations, and the Hazard 
Analysis Map for floodplain information.  Please refer to the Regional Pre-Disaster Mitigation 
Plan, Table 2-D, Potential Losses Due to Flooding for worst case scenario damage estimates. 
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Winter storm / Ice Storm 
Winter storms with snow, ice and freezing temperatures in various combinations, are fairly 
commonplace in Danby.  The town is geared to handle most winter emergencies.   
 
High Winds 
Violent windstorms are possible here.   Windstorms have occurred in the past, including a 
small tornado, but damage to structures was limited.  Most windstorms result in downed trees 
as well as damaged phone and power lines.  Danby’s road crew is prepared to handle issues 
related to road clearing and debris clean-up.  Typically, utility companies respond quickly to 
handle issues related to utility lines. 

Drought 
In past droughts, residents of Danby have faired well.  There are incidences of individual 
springs and wells running low or drying up, but in those circumstances the town springs 
could supply bottled water as needed.  The remaining agricultural uses in town have not 
been substantially affected by drought in the recent past. 
 
Landslides and Erosion 
Using USGS information, FEMA maps indicate that Danby has a low susceptibility to landslides 
and a low incidence of reported landslides, other than the two trouble spots mentioned below. 
 
There are a couple of areas within Danby that have experienced landslides or erosion-
related problems.  In the case of Brook Road, which has been blocked by slides in the past, 
the town has blasted out part of the hillside to that slides no longer affect the road.  A 
second spot, close to the Town Office, suffers from an erosion problem that damages the 
pavement of the road.  The town has instituted a temporary measure to re-align traffic flow 
by moving the guardrail back.  A longer term solution is needed, and the town has 
researched possible solutions such as shoring up the hillside with concrete footings. 
 
Hurricanes, Tornadoes, and Earthquakes 
These natural events are possible in Danby, but no more likely than elsewhere in the region.  See 
regional section of the plan for further explanation. 
 
Power Outages  
A concern related to both winter storms and summer thunderstorms is power outages.  
Many individual homes have back-up generators and CVPS (the local power company) 
works diligently to restore power quickly. 
 
Wildfire / Forest Fire 
Forest fires are possible in the forested area of town during late summer and early fall.  The 
forests contain potential fuel for a serious conflagration, though typically the timber is not 
very dry so it doesn’t spread very fast or far.  In the past fires have been handled with local 
resources, including mutual aid. 
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Structure Fires 
Depot Road is lined with historic wooden structures in a compact village development.  These 
buildings are, for the most part, not sprinkled and therefore pose a significant fire risk.  However, 
that risk has been somewhat mitigated by the presence of fire hydrants supplied by the town 
spring that would help to combat a fire quickly. 
 
Please refer to the Areas of Local Concern Map for orientation to number and types of 
structures located within this hazard area. 
 
Aircraft Crashes 
Air traffic through Danby is rare.  The town is not within the flight path to the airport.    
 
Highway and Railroad Accidents 
Route 7 carries a high traffic volume and runs parallel to a rail line through the eastern edge of 
Danby.  However, no sites of particular concern were noted by Town officials. 
 
Hazardous Materials  
The greatest concern about hazardous materials relates to the presence of Route 7 and the 
Rail line along the eastern border of Danby.  These transportation corridors present a 
possibility of a hazardous material spill.  Some structures would be vulnerable to such a 
hazard, but the greatest concern is for possible environmental damage to the Otter Creek 
and the associated Wildlife Management Area. 
 
Please refer to the Regional Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan, Table 2-B, Tier II sites and 
Potential Damage to Surrounding Structures as well as Table 2-C, Potential Damage 
Along Transportation Corridors, for potential loss estimates for vulnerable structures 
within these areas. 
 
Radiological Incident   
Danby is within a 50-mile radius of Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station.  Please see regional 
section of plan for further details. 
 
Chemical and/or Biological Incident 
These human-caused events are possible in Danby, but no more likely than elsewhere in the 
region.  See regional section of the plan for further explanation. 
 
Water Supply Contamination  
No significant risk to the water supply exists at this time.   
 
Dam Failures 
No dams exist within Danby’s borders. 
 
Terrorism 
These human-caused events are possible in Danby, but no more likely than elsewhere in the 
region.  See regional section of the plan for further explanation. 
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Risk Assessment 
Flooding, erosion and power outages pose the most significant risk in Danby. 
 
Existing Hazard Mitigation Programs, Projects and Activities 
 
The ongoing or recently completed programs, projects or activities are listed below and in the 
chart outlining policies and plans. 
 
Emergency Management Planning – efforts in town include participation in the regional LEPC 
and coordination with the local elementary school to test evacuation and other emergency 
response procedures. 
 
Culvert Inventory and upgrades – a culvert inventory is being prepared to identify trouble spots 
and maintenance needs.  In addition, a number of culverts have been upgraded to handle high 
water flows in a number of locations that presented problems in the past. 
 
Landslide/erosion prevention on Brook Road – A trouble spot that caused road damage and 
blockages in the past was blasted out in order to move the hillside back from the road. 
 
Landslide/erosion prevention near Town Office - A guard rail has been moved back in order to 
keep traffic away from the problem spot in the road.  A longer-term solution is needed.   
 
Water system upgrade – Within the last 10 years the town’s water supply system (which serves 
the historic village area in the vicinity of Depot Road) has been upgraded to make it safer and 
more stable.  This includes building a spring house and instituting a regimen for regular testing 
of the water quality. 
 
Tree trimming/Power line protection – Danby town officials are diligent in spotting areas where 
trees might pose a problem to power lines.  These are reported to the power company who trims 
back the trees to a safe distance. 
 
Fire Prevention – In order to help prevent fires, burn permits are required for private burn piles.  
At Smokey House Center, a pond is available to provide extra water to fight fires at that site.  In 
addition, town volunteer personnel are training in forest firefighting. 
 
Fire Communications – Within the past couple of years, the fire company has installed a new 
communications tower and upgraded its radios in order to enhance communication capabilities 
with surrounding towns and Rutland City. 
 
Disease prevention – Annual rabies vaccinations for pets is available at the Town Office. 
 
Protection of Town Records – The town office has a vault to protect records from damage or 
theft/vandalism. 
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TOWN POLICIES AND PLANS 
Existing 
Policies 

Description Effectiveness/Enforcement/ Hazard 
that is addressed 

Gaps in 
Existing 
Policies 

Town Plan 
 
 

Policies and Vision for 
Future Land Use 

Policies provide protection and limited 
development in the following areas: 

• Shallow Soils  
• Unstable soil 
• Flood Plain 
• Elevations above 2,000 Feet 
• Wetlands 
• Water Resources 

 

Rapid Response 
Plan (RRP) 

Overview of emergency 
response procedures  

Key personnel, Emergency Operation Center & 
shelter location 

Last updated 
Jan 2001 

Fire Mutual Aid   
  

Mutual Aid agreements 
with Rutland County Fire 
Mutual Aid and towns in 
Bennington County 
(Arlington and Dorset) 

Supplemental fire protection from surrounding 
towns 

 

Emergency 
Shelters 
 

Large sites for housing in 
the event of evacuation or 
prolonged power loss  

RRP identifies three shelters  Shelters are 
not Red 
Cross app’d 

Flood Plain 
Ordinance 

Ordinance adopted  Restricts development within Zones designated 
as “A” on Flood Maps. 

 

Culvert Inventory Survey and report on 
condition and location of all 
culverts in town 

Decreases local match required for state 
funding to upgrade culverts  

In process 

 
Risk Reduction Goals 
 
Through current plans, policies and mitigation actions, Danby is working to decrease flood and 
erosion damage and power outage incidents, the greatest risks the town faces.  Other less 
hazardous risks are also being addressed.  
 
Identified Hazard Mitigation Programs, Projects and Activities 
 
The following identified programs, projects and activities are future Mitigation Strategies for the 
Town of Danby.  These mitigation strategies have been chosen by the town as the most 
appropriate policies and programs to lessen the impacts of potential hazards.  The following list 
documents the questions (criteria) considered in establishing an order of priority.  Each of the 
following criteria was rated according to a numeric score of “1” (indicating poor), “2” 
(indicating average) and “3” (indicating good).   
 

ó Does the action reduce damage? 
ó Does the action contribute to community objectives? 
ó Does the action meet existing regulations? 
ó Does the action protect historic structures or structures critical to town operations? 
ó Can the action be implemented quickly? 
ó Is the action socially acceptable? 








